
April 10, 2018 Council Meeting 
The regular meeting of the Council of the City of Martinsville, Virginia was held on April 

10, 2018 in Council Chambers, Municipal Building, at 7:30 PM with Mayor Gene Teague 

presiding. Council Members present included Gene Teague, Sharon Hodge, Jennifer Bowles 

and Kathy Lawson.  Chad Martin was not in attendance.  Staff present included City Manager 

Leon Towarnicki, City Attorney Eric Monday, Assistant City Manager Wayne Knox, Clerk of 

Council Karen Roberts, Finance Director Linda Conover, Electric Department Director Durwin 

Joyce, Fire Chief Ted Anderson, Police Chief Eddie Cassaday, Police Captain Jim Minter, 

Captain Chad Rhode, and Deputy Police Chief Rob Fincher. 

Mayor Teague called the meeting to order and advised Council would go into Closed 

Session beginning at 7:00 PM.  In accordance with section 2.1-344 (A) Code of Virginia (1950, 

and as amended) and upon a motion by Council Member Lawson, seconded by Council 

Member Hodge, with the following 4-0 recorded vote:  Council Member Lawson, aye; Council 

Member Hodge, aye; Mayor Teague, aye; Council Member Bowles, and Vice Mayor Martin, aye, 

Council convened in Closed Session to discuss the following matters: (A) Appointments to 

boards and commissions as authorized by Subsection 1, and (B) Consultation with legal 

counsel and briefings by staff members, attorneys or consultants pertaining to actual or 

probable litigation, or other specific legal matters requiring the provision of legal advice by 

such counsel, as authorized by Subsection 7.  City Attorney Monday explained that Vice 

Mayor Martin would be unable to attend the meeting.  In accordance with the Code of Virginia 

Section 2.2-3708.1(A1 and 2) she could participate in the meeting by phone if present Council 

Members agreed.  Council Member Bowles made a motion to allow Martin to participate by 

phone; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all present Council Members voting 

in favor.  At the conclusion of Closed Session, each returning member of Council certified that 

(1) only public business matters exempt from open meeting requirements were discussed in 

said Closed Session; and (2) only those business matters identified in the motion convening 

the Closed Session were heard, discussed, or considered during the Session.  A motion was 

made by Council Member Bowles; seconded by Council Member Hodge, with the following 5-0 

recorded vote in favor to return to Open Session: Council Member Bowles, aye; Mayor Teague, 

aye; Council Member Hodge, aye; Vice Mayor Martin, aye; and Council Member Lawson, aye.    

Council Member Lawson made a motion to reappoint Walt Shaw to the Architectural 

Review Board for a 3-year term ending March 31, 2021.   Vice Mayor Martin seconded the 

motion with all members voting in favor. 

Council Member Bowles made a motion to reappoint Mary Rives Brown to the 

Architectural Review Board for a 3-year term ending March 31, 2021.   Council Member 

Lawson seconded the motion with all members voting in favor. 
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Council Member Hodge made a motion to appoint Kenneth Paul Johnson to the 

Architectural Review Board for a 3-year term ending March 31, 2021.   Council Member 

Bowles seconded the motion with all members voting in favor. 

Following the Pledge to the American Flag and invocation by Mayor Teague, Teague 

welcomed everyone to the meeting. 

Read and present a proclamation recognizing April 18, 2018 as National Lineman 

Appreciation Day – City Manager Towarnicki welcomed Durwin Joyce to the podium. 

Towarnicki said ElectriCities contacted him about the City’s plans for National Lineman 

Appreciation Day and after some research, he felt it would be a good idea to acknowledge the 

work they do, especially this past season.  Mayor Teague read the proclamation and thanked 

the City’s lineman for the work they do and their dedication. 

 

Consider a request by the Virginia Municipal League to submit nominations for 

membership on the VML 2018 Policy Committees – City Manager Towarnicki explained that 

VML asks for nominations annually.  The committees meet usually later in July and possibly a 

second time during the year.  Council Members request that they remain on the same 

committees that they currently serve.  Council Member Lawson made a motion to keep the 

committee representatives the same, Council Member Bowles seconded the motion with all 

Council Members voting in favor. 
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Hear a presentation from the Police Department regarding their 2017 Annual Report – 

Police Chief Cassady thanked Council for allowing them to present the annual report for the 

Police Department, providing Council Members a complete hard copy report and presenting a 

summary of the details.  Deputy Police Chief Fincher highlighted some of the current grants.  

April 28th will be the next drug take-back program from 10:00am-2:00pm and will include a 

drive through at the fire department.  There is also a drug box at the Police Department that is 

available during regular business hours.  Mayor Teague shared details about an advocacy 

award received by Officer E.C. Stone on behalf of City Council; Teague feels the award is in 

honor of the police department as much as Council. 
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Consider information regarding possible changes to the City’s Zoning Ordinance related 

to the issue and use of Open Space – City Manager Towarnicki referenced issues related to the 

trail concerns that came up previously.  Wayne Knox of the Community Development 

department shared information regarding the definition of open spaces within the City and in 

other communities as well as recommendations on changes to the City Zoning Ordinance that 

would need to be reviewed by the Planning Commission.  Council Member Bowles made a 

motion to approve the language, forward to the Planning Commission for review and set a 

public hearing early May; Council Member Hodge seconded the motion with all Council 

Members voting in favor. 
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Business from the Floor – Ural Harris, 217 Stuart Street asked how Council will 

address the budget when nothing is known about the medical school or the sewer.  Harris 

asked City Attorney Monday the status of his FOIA request.  Harris expressed concern on 

trouble areas after the paving project. 

Comments by Members of City Council –  Vice Mayor Martin said he was contacted by a 

resident regarding the street lights out near the DMV office on Starling making the area dark 

and dangerous in that area at night.  Martin apologized for not being in attendance for the 

meeting and thanked Council for allowing him to participate by phone.  Council Member 

Bowles wished Council Member Lawson happy birthday.  Bowles share details for registration 

for the New Heights Foundation children’s program.  Council Member Hodge thanked Council 

for communicating with her when she was absent from a previous meeting, stating that 

although she travels often for work she keeps up with Council issues also.  Council Member 

Lawson said the agenda link on the City website would not work.  Lawson shared that there 

would be a Hazardous Waste Day at the PSA Bassett shop for old paints, solvents, etc.  Mayor 

Teague said he received a complaint regarding Indian Trail and the road being blocked while 

the project is being completed.  City Manager Towarnicki explained that the sewer line is in, 

connections are being completed and the project is expected to be completed the end of April.   

Comments by City Manager – City Manager Towarnicki thanked Officer Stone for 

providing pictures to submit for the award.  Council Member Hodge asked about the If I were 

Mayor award participation by local students and the cash award promised by Council 

Members.   

Hear a presentation of the proposed FY19 City budget – City Manager Towarnicki 

presented the FY2019 proposed budget including 2018 highlights, objectives, budget 

challenges, revenue analysis, fund and reserve balances policy, utility cash reserves, etc.   

Council Member Bowles made a motion to set the public hearing for the budget April 24; 

Council Member Lawson seconded the motion with all Council voting in favor.   
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There being no further business, Council Member Hodge made a motion to adjourn the 

meeting; the motion was seconded by Council Member Bowles with all Council Members 

voting in favor.  The meeting adjourned at 10:00pm. 

 

 

______________________________________   ______________________________________ 

Karen Roberts      Gene Teague 

Clerk of Council           Mayor   


